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The publication of the 41st Fajr International Film Festival

\ | No.1 Sunday,January 22,2023

The Return of Simorgh to International Section

Part I

TheReturntoBahmanFrame

| his year is the first year after several years

that the Fajr International Film Festival is held

simultaneously with the main Fajr Film Festival

This is despite the fact that being international

has been part of the definition and goal of this

event from the beginning

ThelnterestingSectionofindiansandBlacksinCinema
In the first edition of the festival and in the side-
bar, the perspective section of Cuban cinema,
the section of Italian cinema of neorealism and
the interesting section of Indians and blacks in
cinema were held. In the Italian cinema sec-
tion, important films such as Rome, Open City,
The Road and The Bicycle Thieves were shown.
In the second and third editions, due to the domi-
nant approach of paying more attention to Iranian
cinema, the festival was held domestically, but in
the fourth edition of the festival, in the Asian Cin-
ema Perspective section, along with the films of
some Iranian filmmakers, films such as The Chess
Players (Satyajit Ray) and Sansho The Bailiff (Ken-
ji Mizoguchi) were shown. In the special screen—
ings section, films by Taviani brothers, Bertrand
Tavernier, Francesco Rosi and.. were screened.
In the fifth edition of the festival and in the special
screenings section of the festival, films by Luc Bes-
son and Andrzej Wajda were screened. That year,
a section was held under the title of Perspective of
Three Continents. Years in which, the screening of
foreign films in the festival was popular among Ira-
nian cinema audiences and cinema students.The
international section of the sixth edition of the Fajr
festival had a diverse lineup in which foreign films
were shown. In addition to reviewing the works of
filmmakers and cinema of Non-aligned, in anoth-
er section titled as Hope, Sacrifice and the World of
Tarkovsky, a series of films by Andrei Tarkovsky, a
famous former Soviet filmmaker, was shown, which
was welcomed by cinema enthusiasts and critics.
In the international section of the 7th edition of the
festival, children’s cinema, which was not yet an in-
dependent section in those years, was held compet-
itively as one of the Fajr sections, and 6 Golden But-
terflies were awarded in this section. In this edition

of the festival, a section honoring prestigious foreign
cinematographers was added and films by Sergey
Parajanov, Yasujiro Ozu and Andrzej wajda were
screened. Inthe8theditionofthefestival, the Festival
of Festivals section was added to Fajr and the select—
ed of prestigious international festivals were shown.
During this edition, a special section about
Laurel and Hardy's films was held and spe-
cial foreign guests from foreign festival di-
rectors to film critics came to the festival.

A New Section and the Shadow of a Transition
The ninth edition of the festival became closer to
contemporary in the presentation of world cinema
and in the Festival of Festivals section films made
between 1983 and 1989 were screened. During this
edition, some foreign guests apologized for attend-
ingthefestival duetothe fearofthe Persian Gulfwar.

In the 10th edition, a Retrospective of Kurosawa’s
filmstitledasAkiraKurosawa, Eastand FaithinaCood
End and Ingmar Bergman’s films titled as Ingmar
Bergman, West, Doubt and Confusion were shown.
In the 11th festival, in the international cinema
section, there were various and different sec—
tions from the overview of Chen Kaige cinema
to Religious Cinema According to Carl Dreyer.
In the 12th festival, in the international section,
Werner Herzog’s tribute included the screening of
8 films together with the screening of 15 films about
Godzilla with the title Godzilla from the Beginning.
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